


It Breaches National and Local 
Planning Policies
Government planning policies now 
seek to minimise travel, protect the 
countryside  and  ensure plans fit 
with their surroundings, which the 
proposal clearly fails to do.
TheThe airfield is in a remote location 
and the proposal is inappropriate in 
scale with a significant impact on 
landscape, heritage, ecology and 
traffic.

What is the Problem with Prisons in Wethersfield?
If the government needs to increase prison capacity, then of course 
they need to go somewhere, but two prisons in this location will create 
more problems than they solve.

No Ordinary Prison!
WhatWhat is being proposed are two Mega Prisons for 3,400 inmates (more 
than the population of Wethersfield and Finchingfield combined) which 
will be visible for miles. This will be the largest prison complex in Europe 
and will generate as much traffic as a small town when you consider 
the staff and visitor cars, HGV’s, supply lorries, maintenance vans and 
prison transport vehicles all making their way along our country lanes 
and through our villages.



Did you know that there is a large unused school at the base? And a 
museum which is in danger of being closed despite huge demand?

What Do We Want to See Happen With the Airfield
We love our local area, and we also recognise the need for progress 
and that something needs to happen to the site.
We want to see local residents working together with the Parish and 
Town Councils to put forward ideas to the MoD that make financial 
sense whilst benefitting the local community for years to come.
ItIt is still early days, but already lots of suitable ideas have been 
suggested:
  Solar farm

  Nature trails

  Heritage centre

  Museum

  Re-wilding

  Veteran centre

  Memorial park

  Wildlife park, and more!

Local Impact of Two Mega Prisons at Wethersfield

Construction: Around 8-10 years of construction is to be expected 
with associated disruption and pollution

Permanent Traffic Increase: Servicing the prisons will generate vast 
numbers of staff, visitor and delivery vehicles along the lanes and 
through our villages, on roads that cannot be widened. 

WildlifeWildlife implications: 74 species of birds identified at the site, some 
on International red & amber Endangered and Protected lists

Air and Water Pollution: In addition to the microscopic particles of 
construction dust that will spread for miles,  a dramatic increase in 
traffic will create a permanent rise in road traffic emissions.

Light pollution: Our wildlife, can say goodbye to our starlit skies as 
the prison will be lit throughout the night.
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